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only have one end in view : to open the outlet through
the mountains, that is, to take and keep the keys of
that outlet and then to deploy his corps in front of it,
on the plateau of Wysokow and Wenzelsberg. This
result, if the enemy did come on in order to oppose it,
could only be obtained by a strenuous offensive. It was,
however, very difficult indeed to organise an offensive,
in view of the nature of the available ground.

The commander of the Sixth Austrian Corps could
interpret his mission in one of two ways, as he had been
urged either to take up a position near Skalitz, or, if
the enemy would come on, to attack with the utmost
energy. In both cases the result could be easily
attained. Should he decide to take up a position near
Skalitz, he would find near Kleny ground with extensive
observation, allowing for the advantageous use of the
three arms, as will be shown later on.

He could reach that position on the 27th without any
material difficulty, owing to the short distances in-
volved ; and without any tactical difficulty, provided he
took the most elementary precautions. For the Prussian
enemy needed the whole day before he could bring up
to Nachod a force equivalent to an army corps. Once
that position should have been reached, the Austrian
commander had the time to occupy and organise it in
the evening of the 2tfth and the morning of the 28th.
Still, in order to do this, he had first to set up a scheme
and to try and carry it out.

Should he, on the contrary, resort to an offensive, he
would dispose of ground favourable to manoeuvring;
he could array on that ground a whole army corps
which would have freedom of movement, and which
would find itself under excellent conditions for fighting
forces echeloned along a long road with only one outlet
(Nachod) whereby to debouch. Even so, in order to
reach that result, it was necessary to envisage this
offensive, to prepare it, and, the opportunity arising,
to carry out its rational realisation.

A comparison between the times at which, by mere
chance, the movements began, shows that even from
that point of view fortune was markedly in favour of
the Austrian commander.

No result could be secured, as we have seen, by the
Prussian corps, until it should have taken firm posses-